Usefulness of quantitative echocardiography in congestive heart failure.
Echocardiography provides a harmless method which is of value in the assessment of the left ventricle in patients with congestive heart failure particularly when the patient is used as his own control. There are some obvious limitations. Considerable experience is needed in the proper application while adequate echocardiograms may not be obtained in all patients. Agreement in individual patients with other methods such as cine-angiocardiography or radionuclide ventriculography is limited. Whether this is inherent in the echocardiographic method or in the other commonly used methods is unclear since no in vivo 'golden standard' is available for comparison.